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Statistical Analysis
Continuous data are presented as mean + standard deviation and as median [interquartile range], and
compared using unpaired t-test and Mann-Whitney U-test, respectively. Discrete data are presented as
frequencies with their respective percentages and compared using Fisher’s exact test. Outcome data
were analyzed on an intention-to-treat basis. Two-tailed tests of significance are reported and p values
< 0.05 were considered statistically significant. Univariate logistic regression was performed using all
baseline patient and procedural variables available to predict the secondary outcome of hematoma
formation. Variables that were significant in univariate analysis at p<0.25 were retained and entered
into a multivariate model with a threshold of p<0.05 being considered as significant. Statistical analyses

were performed using the SPSS statistical software program (SPSS version 16.0.2, Chicago, IL).



