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Statistical Analysis Plan
Continuous variables are presented as mean ± standard deviation or median (interquartile range).

Statistical analyses were performed using the chi-square test for the categorical variables and the

Mann–Whitney U-test for the continuous variables. Multivariable analysis to identify relationships

among clinicopathological variables was carried out by means of multinomial logistic regression. The

time of early recovery postoperatively in relation to different peristaltic direction of gastrointestinal

anastomosis was evaluated by Kaplan–Meier analysis and log rank test. Cox proportional hazards model

was used for multivariable analysis. A p-value threshold of 0.05 was considered statistically significant.

All statistical analyses were performed using PASW 18.0 software.


