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Statistical analysis

In order to define the sample size, we carried out an exploratory study enrolling 20
patients in each group. Mean gastric cleanliness score in the position change and
conventional groups were 20.1 and 19.4, respectively. This study was a superiority study
based on two-sided alpha as 0.05 and the power as 80%, thus 64 patients (32 patients in
each group) were required by using NCSS-PASS 11 program (version 11.0.7, NCSS,
Kaysville, Utah, USA). Considering a withdrawal rate of 20%, we enrolled 80 patients at least.
Statistical analysis was performed using SPSS Statistics software version 18.0. Descriptive
statistics were given as means + standard deviation (SD). Differences in categorical variables
between patient groups were compared by using the Chi-square test; differences in means
were compared with the independent t-test. In GCS comparison and subgroup analysis which
lack of normal distribution for quantitative data, we used Mann-Whitney test for comparison

of the two groups. A P-value of < 0.05 was considered to be statistically significant.



