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You are being asked to paiticipate in a reseai·ch study. Before you decide to take pa.it, it is important for you to 
know why the research is being done and what it will involve. This includes any potential risks to you, as well 
as any potential benefits you might receive. 

Read the information below closely and take your time to decide. You may discuss it with family and friends if 
you wish. If there is anything that is not cleai· or if you would like more details, please inform the study staff. 
If you do decide to take pa.it, your signature on this consent form will show that you received and mderstood all 
of the information below and discussed any questions and concerns with the study staff. 

INTRODUCTION 

Cunently there are no effective treatments for people living with paralysis or profound weakness after spinal 
cord injury (SCI). The goal of this project is to test a new 'cognition glove' and 'sensory brace' to improve 
reaching and grasping function in people with hand weakness after cervical SCI. The system uses a combination 
of virtual reality and enhanced sensory feedback to enhance your sense of control ("agency") over your hand 
and arm actions. While wearing these devices, we will measure device comfort and usability, hand/arm 
movement and performance, muscle activity, and brain activity. 

1. Purpose of study and how long it will last:

You are being asked to participate in a reseai·ch study. The purpose of this study is to test the ability of the 
'cognition glove' and 'sensory brace' to improve reaching and grasping function. You ar·e being asked to 
participate in this research study because you ai·e between the ages of 18 and 65 and you have a cervical SCI 
that happened more than 12 months ago. 

You will undergo a series of reseai·ch tests that ai·e not pa.it of usual medical car·e. There is J,W, drug treatment 
given. 

All procedures will take place at James J. Peters Veterans Affair's Medical Center (JJPVAMC), Spinal Cord 
Injury Reseai·ch Center (SCIRC), 7th floor, Suite A-13. Your paiticipation will require two visits - one short 
visit (roughly 2 hours) to perform a 'screening' evaluation, and one longer visit (roughly 8 hours) to perform 
the glove and brace testing. You will be requir-ed to participate in both visits. We plan to enroll 18 paiticipants 
with SCI over a 2-year· period. 

This study is funded by the VA's Rehabilitation Reseai·ch and Development Service. 
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