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Statistical Analysis Plan

Data were expressed as means £ standard deviations (SD) for quantitative
variables and proportions for categorical and binary variables. Student’s t test was
used for statistical comparison between groups for continuous variables, general
linear model for repeated measurement data, Fisher exact tests for categorical
variables, and Mann-Whitney U test for ordinal variables. All tests for statistical
significance were determined using an alpha level of 0.05. All analyses were

performed using SPSS 17.0.



