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Prior to the beginning of the study, a sample size calculation was performed and was based on an «a
of 0.05 and a f of 0.2. Patients were randomized into an intervention and control group. Baseline
characteristics of subjects in each group were compared using chi-square tests for categorical
variables and independent t-tests for continuous variables. No significant differences were detected
between the baseline characteristics of each group; thus, direct comparisons of the outcomes of each
group were analyzed. For categorical variables, chi-square tests were utilized, unless one value in the
2x2 matrix was under 5, in which case Fischer's exact test was utilized. For binary tests, odds ratios
with 95% confidence intervals were reported. For continuous variables, independent t-test was used.
All calculations were performed via SAS Statistical Software (Cary, NC).



